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THE DEFENSES OF

Extensive Plans for the Protection of the
w Capital City

BV JOHN GROSS BABKABD
Major Gencral by Brevet and Monti Corps of

Engineer
When after the disaster of Bull Run

if became apparent that the war- - was to
be a struggle of long duration the neces-

sity
¬

of the thorough fortifying of Wash
ington ceased to be doubtful The situa-

tion

¬

v as indeed such as to admit of no

elaborate plans scarcely of the adequate
study of the ground necessary to u judi
cious location of a line so extensive The
first exigency was to fortify the position
on the bights of Arlington the most obvi-

ous
¬

manner of doing which was to connect
Forts Corcoran and Albany by intermed-

iate
¬

works within musketry or cannister
range of each other and thus form with
Foit Jlunyon a chain or a couronne
covering at the same time the bridges
and the hights The ground furrowed by
numerous ravines proved sufficiently
favorable and the large lunets 1 with
stockade gorges 2 Forls Craig Tilling
iiast Cass Woodbury and De Kalb sub-
sequently

¬

called Fort Strong were speed-
ily

¬

laid out and begun The location of
these works as also their desin and con- -
struction were principally due to Majs
Woodbury and Alexander Fort Corcoran
being on a 6tep or small plateau of in-

ferior
¬

level to that of tho bights it was
necessary to continue the line by Fort
Do Kalb toward the river along the
higher level As it requires many days
to obtain in regularly profiled field forts
so much cover as will make them partially
defensible a temporary expedient for im
provisiug defense was found in making a
wide slashing through the forest in ad-

vance
¬

of the line of these intended works
and a marginal slashing around its edge
Half sunk batteries for field guns were
prepared between the sites of Forts De
Kalb and Woodbury and near that of
Fort Craig From the hights north of
the Fotomac between Georgetown and
the Distributing Reservoir which over-
looked

¬

and commanded ths ground in ad- -
vance of the defensive line a formidable
flanking fire was obtained by the erection
of Battery Cameron for two rifled 42
ponnders

The wooded ridge which lies north of
and parallel to the-- lower course of Four
Mile Run offered a favorable position
from which the city the Long Bridge and
the plateau in advance of it could be
overlooked and cannonaded and from
which it was important to exclude the
enemy so long as our defensive line was
thus limited Access to it was made dif-
ficult

¬

by felling the forest with which it
was covered about 200 acres and the
construction upon it of the large lunet
Fort Scott was begun as soon as the site

could be fixed The subsequent extension
of the line to embrace Alexandria threw
this work and Fort Albany into the rear
but it retained nevertheless a consider-
able

¬

importance since taken in connection
with Forts Richardson Craig and others
it completed a defensive line for Washing ¬

ton independent of the extension to Alex-
andria

¬

While these operations were going on
Gen Richardson whose division held
position along the Columbia Turnpike had
occupied and pointed out the importance
of an eminence in advance of Fort Albany

the plateau along which that
road passes and flanking the Arlington
lines Te small work
Fort Richardson was begun thereon
about bept l loul

THE DEFENSE OF AIXXA5DMA
and its connection with that of Washing ¬

ton was a subject of anxious study The
exigency demanding immediate measures

--the first idea naturally was availing our-
selves

¬

of Fort Ellsworth as one point of
the defensive system to connect it with
Fort Scott by intermediate works on
Mount Ida and adjacent hights A pro-

tracted
¬

study of the topography for sev ¬

eral miles in advance showed that such
ailine would be indefensible Not only
would the works themselves be com¬

manded by hights in advance but the
troops which should support them would
be restricted to a narrow space in which
they would be overlooked and harassed
by the enemys distant fire The occupa-
tion

¬

therefore of the hights a mile in
advance of Fort Ellsworth upon which
the Theological Seminary is situated
seemed absolutely necessary and examina ¬

tion showed their topography to be favor ¬

able to a defensive line as points of which
the sites of Forts Worth and Ward were
selected and the work begun about the
first of and the line thence
continued by Fort Rey ¬

nolds to connect with Forts Richardson
and Craig Somewhat later Fort Bar-
nard

¬

intermediate between Reynolds and
Richardson and partially filling the gap
was begun It commanded the valley of
Four Mile Run and flanked a deep tribu-
tary

¬

ravine lying across the approaches
to Forts Reynolds and Ward

The hights south of Hunting Creek over-
looking

¬

Alexandria and more elevated
Fort Ellsworth were for some time a
subject of anxiety The fortification of
the Seminary Hights which commanded
them diminished materially the danger of
their temporary seizure by the enemy As
soon however about the middle of Sep-

tember
¬

as a sufficient force could be de¬

tached to occupy the position and protect
the construction the large fort called
Lyon was begun Maj Brevet Major
General ewton then attached as an
Engineer officer to the staff of Gen
Franklin selecting the site and planning
the work This extensive fieldwork occu-
pied

¬

a month or two in construction dur-
ing

¬

which time the position was made
somewhat more defensible by rifle trenches
across the plateau in advance

While as rapidly as pos ¬

sible our most assailable and at first ex ¬

ceedingly weak position on the south
shore of the Potomac it was though per-
haps

¬

less urgent still necessary to pro- -
Tide

SOME AUXILIARY DEFENSES
to the city itself against approaches along
the northern shores In the Summer and
Autumn the Potomac is easily fordable at
points not distant from Washington The
army which had been victorious at
Manassas and whose advance posts were
soon visible at Munsons Hill might it
was thopght improve the critical period
which followed ere our rapidly arriving
volunteer regiments could be organized
into a formidable force and while that
which had fought that battle disorganized
by defeat was dwindling away by expira ¬

tion of three months term of service to
cross the river and assail us where the
results of success even if involving
greater risks would have been the most
decisive

To meet this emergency works were nec ¬

essarily thrown up without that deliberate
study of the topography in which the es¬

tablishment of such defensive line should
if practicable be based The first direc ¬

tions given to our labors were to secure
the roads not merely as the beaten high ¬

ways of travel from tho country to the
city but as in general occupying the best
ground for an enemys approach Thus
the site of Fort ¬

called Fort Reno was early in August
selected on the bights of
commanding the three roads already de ¬

scribed which unite at that place This
position strongly held and aided by Fort

It is interesting here to remark ilinf
with the experience our troops and cngi--
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WASHINGTON

commanding

inclosedpdlygonal

September
simultaneously

strengthening

Pennsylvania subsequent-
ly

Tennallytown

had not then the men who could be
trusted to hold such a line
Gaines soon after located and begun
made it comparatively easy to exclude
hostile approach by the sector of country
between the Potomac and Rock Creek
Fort Stevens commanding the Seventh
Street road and in connection with it
Forts Tottei and Slocum were almost
simultaneously begun as also Fort Lin-
coln

¬

commanding the Baltimore Turn-
pike

¬

and Baltimore Railroad As speedily
as possible thereafter the intervening
works Forts De Russy Bunker Hill
Saratoga Slemmer and Thayer were in
terpolated

THE FIXING OF THE LEFT OF TIIE LINE
on the Potomac was less obvious The
topography indicated its continuance from
Tennallytown along the brow of the hights
overlooking the valley of Powder Mill
Run at a point of which indeed Fort
Gaines was actually being built This
would have brought the left near and be-

hind
¬

the Chain Bridge It was deemed in-

dispensable
¬

not only that this bridge
should be within our line but so far
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MAP OF
within as to be protected from artillery
fire from hostile batteries It was also
imperative to protect the Receiving Reser¬

voir of the Washington Aqueduct upon
which the city depended for most of its
supply of water Hence the final estab-
lishment

¬

of the left on the bights close
to the river beyond the reservoir and val-
ley

¬

of Powder Mill Branch It was
deemed necessary to give the position
thus isolated considerable strength and
the site being unfavorable to tho rapid
creation of a strong position by a single
large work three smaller ones were
erected which a year later were united
into one and called Fort Sumner

ON THE EASTERN BRANCH
The first idea as to defensive works be¬

yond the Auacostia were to fortify the
debouches from the bridges and the hights
overlooking the Navy Yard With that
object Fort Stanton was begun early in
September A further examination of the
remarkable ridgo between the Auacostia
and Oxen Run showed clearly that to
protect the Navy Yard and Arsenal from
cannonade it was necessary to occupy an
extent of six miles from Fort Grcble to
Fort Meigs Forts Greblc and Carroll
were begun in the latter part of Septem-
ber

¬

and Fort Mahan near Bennings
Bridge about the same time The latter
work commanded the road leading along
the margin of Anacostia from Bladens
burg and served as an advanced tetenlc
pont to the bridge just named Fort
Meigs occupying the extreme point of the
ridge from which artillery fire might be
brought to bear upon the Capitol or Navy
Yard was begun somewhat later in the
season as were also Forts Dupont Davis
Baker Wagner Ricketts and Snyder
These were all well advanced to comple-
tion

¬

before the close of the year At an
early date defensive measures had been
taken at the Chain Bridge consisting of
a barricade immediately over the first pier
from the Virginia side with a moveable
staircase by which the defenders could re-
treat

¬

over the flat below the
bridge open to the fire of two mountain
howitzers placed immediately at its Mary-
land

¬

end of a battery on the bluff above
Martin Scott of one 8 inch seacoast

and two 35 pounders As even
this last battery was commanded by
hights on the Virginia side it was deemed
proper to erect another called Vermont
at a higher point which should command
the Virginia hights and at the same time
sweep the approaches of the enemy along
the Maryland shore of the Potomac

AT THE CHAIN IIItlDOE

But the occupation of the Virginia
shore at the Chain Bridge was essential
to the future operations of our army in
Virginia to the prestige of our arms and

luiiioriant to me uciense 01
Washington It was only delayed until
our force was sufficient to authorize its
accomplishment Gen W F Smiths
Division crossed the bridge on the night
of Sept 24 and Forts Ethan Allen and
Alarcy were immediately begun and speed ¬

ily finished
Comprised in the categories

there are 23 forts south of the Potomac
14 and three batteries between the Poto-
mac

¬

and Auacostia and 11 forts beyond
the Anacostia 48 forts in all
These works varied in size from Forts
Runyon Lyon and Marcy of which theperimeters 3 were 1500 039 and 730
yards to Forts Bennett Haggcrty and
Saratoga with perimeters of 140 18 nnl
154 yards The greater portion of them
were inclosed works of earth though
many as Forts Craig Tillinghast Scott
south of the Potomac and Forfs Saratoga
and Gaines on the north were lunets with
stockaded gorges The armament was
mainly made up of 24 and 32 poundcrs on
seacoast carriages with a limited propor-
tion

¬

of 24 pounder biege guns rifled Par
rott guns and guns on field carriages of
light caliber Magazines were provided
for 100 rounds of ammunition and some
few of the more important works Forts
Lyon Worth and Ward had a consider-
able

¬

extent of bomb proof cover in which
about one third of the garrisons might
comfortably sleep and nearly all take tem¬

porary shelter
CONGRESS INTERFERES

Such were5the of Washington
at the beginning of tho year 18C2 But
public opinion was at this period under¬

going another fluctuation The fortifica-
tions

¬

lightly regarded beforo the Manas¬

sas campaign were after that disaster
eagerly demanded and their progressive
advancement toward defcnsiblity watched
with anxiety When under Gen McCIe-
llans

¬

high organizing abilities a large
perfectly appointed and tolerably well- -
uracipimca army grew into existence and

trengtheued by slashings etc But we a sharp and decUivc campawoald
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terminate the war they once more fell into
disrepute The act of Congress appropri-
ating

¬

money for completing the defenses
of Washington provided that no part of
the sum should be applied to any work
hereafter to be commenced From the

description which has been given it will
be easily recognized that whatever assist-
ance

¬

the works then existing might be
able to afford to an army defending Wash-
ington

¬

they were far from constituting
especially on the north of the Potomac a
thoroughly fortified line Nor could they
so loose were their connections effectually
repel raids Detached earthworks witn
wide intervals and no connecting lines or
obstacles could only constitute points
dappui for an army giving battle to an
invader not a fortified place which a gar¬

rison could defend against greatly supe-
rior

¬

force Such as they were however
there can be no doubt of their important
influence in protecting Washington and
in saving us from further calamities after
the failure of Gen McCIcIlans campaign
against Richmond and the retreat of Gen
Pope upon Washington

The peril in which tho Capital was
placed in the mouths of August and Sep-
tember

¬

1802 by the events just alluded
to revealed the inadequacy of existing de ¬

fenses and demonstrated the necessity of
further development The writer who at
this period had been assigned to the com ¬

mand of the place and with it had re
sumed tho engineering charge was under
such circumstances far more vividly im ¬

pressed with the deficiencies and defects
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OF ME DEFENSES WASHINGTON

leaving

howitzer

foregoing

making

defenses

of the existing defenses than he could be
when a few months earlier he had relin-
quished

¬

the charge of a work which had
been regarded by Congress as already car-
ried

¬

further than necessary
RECONSTRUCTING AND STRENGTHEX

JXG THE DEFENSES

Notwithstanding the recent legislation
the mot energetic means were taken to
increase the strength of the line whether
by the construction of new works or by
the eulargemcntfarid improvement of old
ones Mnnyoftho latter pecupyingjsites
of which the commanding character had
prompteci an early and hastily executed
occupation were entirely too small
Such were Fort Stevens Fort Slocum
Fort Ward At other localities the proper
occupation of the site required more or
less extensive auxiliary constructions
Such were the sites of Forts Lyon Sum-
ner

¬

Reno Lincoln Meigs and others
Numerous gaps existed requiring the in-
terpolation

¬

of new works Ravines or
depressions of surface unseen from the
works intersected the line at various
points or lay along its front to control
which numerous auxiliary batteries were
necessary Finally it was evident that
even with all such improvements the de-
fenses

¬

would yet remain only a system
of points dappui to a line of battle
unless they were connected by works
which would cover the troops occupying
the intermediate foreground and offer
some obstacle to the passage of the enemy
Besides the foregoing demands for new
construction or further development there
was a necessity for repairing and even
rebuilding much of the interior structure
of the original works and for providing
nearly all of them with so much bomb proof
shelter as would protect their garrisons
uKaiust a concentrated lire of artillery
Finally a great change in the character
and arrangement of the armament was
urgently needed The demand for field
guns for our armies had stripped our
arsenals of them and compelled the sub-
stitution

¬

in these forts of large numbers of
24 and 32 poundcrs on barbette carriages
Such guns made a very improper arma-
ment

¬

Not only were they too heavy andunmanageable but so exposed that atclose quarters they would be nearly un-
serviceable

¬

To replace most of these asrapidly as possible by light guns on field
or carriages placed in fin km am a
deemed imperative in doing which an- -
otuer expedient to enhance the efficiency
of the artillery fire suggested itself Along
the extended belt of country on which the
line was located were numerous points
either in the works themselves or withinthe lines which overlooked the externalapproaches and from which a flanking
fire from heavy rilled guns to an extent ofthree or four miles could be obtainedBattery Cameron near Georgetown hadalready been built to answer such a pur-
pose

¬

in relation to the Arlington line Itwas now proposed to mount rifled 100
poundcrs at intervals of two or three miles
for tho same object An enemy attackingor approaching any part of the lines wouldnot only have to contend with the artillery
before him which he might indeed hopeto silence but would be taken in flank
Uy a distant fire of heavy projectiles with
which his own artillery could not contend

AGAINST NAVAT ATTACK
Another object quite independent ofthe original purposos of the defenses sug ¬

gested itself at this period as important
namely the better defense of the riveragainst naval approach by the construc-tion

¬
of water batteries

ilbove- - Projected developments
would if carried orr invniv
of labor and expenditure far exceedingwhat had originally been bestowed uponthe works and they would necessarily re-quire ¬

considerable time With the sanc¬
tion of the Secretary of War tho late EM Wanton who gave the most cordialand unqualified support to the efforts ofthe engineers everything that it was prac¬
ticable to undertake was begun at oncethe Secretary assuming the responsibilityof applying thereto moneys available forgeneral purposes of the kind It was ob-vious ¬

however that the expenditure
would continue indefinitely and ultimate ¬ly amount to a very largo sum In faceof the recent formal prohibition of Con ¬gress to begin new works It seemed de¬sirable in order to justify the Secretary
in applying means at hi-- command or incalling upon Congress for further appro-priations ¬

that some other sanction thanthe irresponsible will of tlm nii rgincer of the defenses should be obtainednot onlyfor tho course taken but ni
for the judiciousness of the plans pro ¬
posed for its execution A commissionconsisting of Brevet Brig Gen J G Totten Chief Engineer United States ArmyBng Gen M C Meigs Qnartermaster
General United States Amir rnrminthe United States Engineers Brig Genuu iuici ot Artillery Bng

rfSVr iT1r
S
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Gen J Chief Engineer De¬

fenses of Washington Brig Gea G W
Cullum United States dEfagineers Chief of
Staff to the GencraldaiChief was ap-
pointed

¬

by the Secretary of War Oct 25
1802 to examine ancba eport upon a plan
of tho prevent forts andieumcieney of the
present system of defenses for the city
The Commission devcHed two months to
the Study and personaL examination of
the system As no mowrauthoritative ex-
position

¬

can be given j Inshall quote from
their report at some length

BEDCCED TO KJbYSTEST
The system of worKjjConstituting what

arc called the defensjft of Washington
may be divided into fpujr groups

First Those south Of the Potomac
commencing with Fort Lyon below Alex-
andria

¬

and terminating with Fort De
Kalb opposite Georgetown

Setond Those of the Chain Bridge
Third Those north of the Potomac

between that river and the Anacostia
commencing with Fort Sumner and ter-
minating

¬

with Fort Lincoln
Fourth Those south of the Eastern

Branch commencing with Fort Mahan
and terminating with tort Grcble nearly
opposite Alexandria

The perimeter thus occupied not count-
ing

¬

the interval from Fort Greble to Kort
Lyon is about 33 miles or including that
37 miles

In the first group arc 23 field forts In
the second group two forts Ethan Allen
and Marcy and three batteries for field
guns In the third urp 18 forts four bat
teriespermancntlyarmcd with heavyguns
besides about 14 batteries for field guns
some of which are of heavy profile with
stockade gorges and magazines In the
fourth group arc 11 forts besides the
armed battery connected with Fort Car-
roll

¬

There arc therefore in the whole
system as it now exists December 1802
od ions and i batteries

The total armament actually mounted
in the different works at the date of this
report is 043 guns and 75 mortars

Tho total infantry garrisons required
for their defense computed at two men
per yard of front perimeter and one man
per yard of rear perimeter is about 25000

The total number of artillerymen re-
quired

¬

to furnish three reliefs for each
gun is about 000 It is seldom neces-
sary

¬

to keep the infantry supports at-
tached

¬

to the works
The artillerymen whose training re-

quires
¬

much time hnving learned the dis
position of tne armament and computed
the distances of the ground over which
attacks may be looked for and the ranges
and service of their guns should not be
changed they sliould remain permanently
in the forts

The 25000 infantry should be en ¬

camped in such positions as may be most
convenient to enable them in case of
alarm to garrison tho several works and
a force of 3000 cavalry should be avail-
able

¬

for outpost duty to give notice of
the approach of an enemy

Whenever an enemy is within striking
distance of the Capital able by a rapid
march to ntteinpt a coilp-de-mai- n which
might result in the temporary occupation
of the city the dispersion of the Govern ¬

ment and the destruction of the archives
all of which could be accomplished by a
single days possession a covering army
of not less than 25000 mn should be held
in position ready to match to meet the
attacking column E0

Against more serious attacks from the
main body of the enemy the Capital must
depend upon the concentration of its entire
armies in Virginia or Maryland They
should precede or followMNiy movement of
the enemy seriously threatening the Capi-
tal

¬

THE WORK OF 1803
The various operations recommended by

the Commission sanctioned by tho Sec-
retary

¬

of War were piptsecutcd with great
vigor during he carly Jiart of the year
180t The lieWWorkMceommendcd were
entirely completed during that year and
ready indeed to rendeticfDcient service by
the time the season olwtive field opera-
tions

¬

commenccdQ ffliatMj the spur be--
hind Forts Cas and jJvvtodbury Fort
Whipple and that at the Red House
Fort C F Smith became tho most ner--
feet and beautiful specimens of what may
be called Hcmf permanent field works
So also nvas Kort Fople designed as a
water battery in conjunction with Battery
Rodgersv v

The operations of 18C4 during the lat-
ter

¬

half of the year under chnrge of
Lieut Col B S Alexander whose aid
during their whole progress had been of
great value to the Chief Engineer were
connnca mainly to tne repairing strength-
ening

¬

and perfecting existing works An
exception to the above statement is td be
found in the beginning of a larce fort
styled Fort McPhcrson but never com-
pleted

¬

behind Fort Craig to fill tho gap
in the second line between Forts Whip
pic and Albany and of three small works
over the Anacostia between Forts Mahan
and Meigs

Thus from a few isolated works cover
ing bridges or commanding n few espe¬

cially important points Was developed a
connected system of fortification by which
every prominent point at intervals of 800
to 1000 yards was occupied by an in-

closed
¬

lield fort every important approach
or depression of ground nhsecn from the
torts swept ly a battery for field guns
and the whole connected by rifle trenches
which were in fact lines of infantry para-
pet

¬

furnishing emplacement for two
ranks of men and affording covered com-
munication

¬

along the line while roads
were opened wherever necessary so that
troops aud artillery could be moved rapid-
ly

¬

from one point of the immenso peri-
phery

¬

to another or under cover from
point to point along the line

A STRONG LINE AT LAST
The woods which prcvniled along many

parts of the lino were cleared for a milo
or more in front of the works the
counter scraps of which were surrounded
by abatis Bomb proofs were provided in
nearly all the forts all guns not solely
intended for distant fire placed in em ¬

brasure and well traversed secure and
well ventilated magazines ample to con
tain iw rounus per gun constructed theoriginal crude structures built after de¬
signs given in text books for field forti
ficatiens replaced by others on plans ex-
perience

¬

developed or which the increased
powers of modern artillery made neces ¬

sary All commanding points on which
an enemy would be likely to concentrate
artillery to overpower that of one or more
of our forts or batteries were subjected
not only to the fires direct nnd cross ofmany points along the Hue but also from
heavy rifled guns from distant points un-
attainable

¬

by the enemys field guns
With all these dcvefoplnents the lines cer-
tainly

¬

approximated to the maximum de ¬
gree of strength which Jfan be attained
from unrevetted qarthrlcs When inJuly 18C4 Early applafcd before Wash-
ington

¬

all the nrtillerj regiments which
had constituted the garrisons of the works
and who were experienced in the use ofthe artillery had bei withdrawn nnd
their places mainly iiBctfeby a few regi ¬

ments of 100 day nippi just mustered
into tne service The1 Mlvnntnge under
these circumstances qfcstnblished lines
of infantry parapet MAI prepared em ¬

placements for field guns can hardlv be
overestimated BodiesHfir hastily-organize- d

men such as tenjrstcrs Quarter-
masters

¬

men citizen vWtnJtews etc sentout to the lines could hm div rn nmiuo
Under other circumstances it would have

- uiiuusi impossible speedily to havegot them into any proper position and to
have kept them in it With equal facility
the movable batteries officld guns found
without a moments delay their appropri ¬

ate places where covered by the enemys
fire they occupied the very best positions
which the topography afforded

At the termination of tho war in April
1805 the defenses of Wnshingtou con ¬
sisted of C8 inclosed forts and batterieshaving an aggregate perimeter of 22800yards 13 miles and emplacements for1120 guns 807 of which- - and 08 mortars
were actually mounted of OS unarmed bat ¬

teries for field guns having 401 emplace-
ments

¬

and of 35711 rrl mllncl r
rifle trenches and threcblockhouses Tblr--
ijr nvo uiuesoL military roads besides the

ouf lne liistnctand the ave¬
nues of Washington served as the means
of communication from the interior to the

J
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defensivo lines and from point tp point
thereof The entire circuit Including the
distanco across the Potomac from Fort
Grcble to Fort Lyon four miles was 37
miles

1 A lunet is n
embankment with the open part toward
the stronger work in the rear which over-
looks

¬

it
2 The gorge is the entrance side of

the fort
3 The perimeter is the outside bound-

ary
¬

of the fort Editor National
Tribune

To bo continued

NATIONAL

ENCAMPMENT
-

National Officers Visit San Fran-

cisco

¬

to Arrange for the Big

Reunion

Special eorrcponden o to Tiik NTioAr Tribuxe
San Francisco Cal Feb 25 1K3

Yes we arc to have a great big record
breaking time herein San Francisco this
year and the comrade who fails to come
as delegate or as plain untitled comrade
is going to miss the time of hisrJife

Did you ever get npcarly inthe morn-
ing

¬

and go out into the streets of a great
city when the first gray streaks bf dawn
were faintly struggliugon the eastern
horizon

You saw then an empty silent passive
thoroughfare asleep in the arms of Time

You listen There is a footfall an early
pedestrian his somber pattering making
slow time dismal music on the funereal
air no looms up in the distance and
goes plodding by Another- - comes and
still another by twos and by threes until
at last the sun breaks out in all his splen-
dor

¬

and then you look about and sec the
world awake crowds sweeping here nnd
there like the wash of a restless sea The
pattering footfall has swollen into the
pounding throes of commercial activity

We are in the early staces of that lmsr
nay comrade ititnnm has loomed up in
the early dawn getting up betimes that
he might secure pleasant quarters for his
New England comrades who arc coming
in a body

Mrs Lodusky Taylor National Presi ¬

dent of the W It C and Commander-in-Chie- f
Stewart have arrived bringing with

them- - their train of delighted tourists
Already therefore tho sun has appeared
the highway is open to travelers and the
door wide open for the coming guests
Yesterday two very delightful receptions
were given one to Mrs Taylor by Lin-
coln

¬

Corps 3 Mrs C Mason Kinne pre-
siding

¬

Congratulatory and complimentary
speeches were made and everybody was
happy Ice cream cakes coffee and sand¬

wiches were too numerous to mention
Last night Commander-in-Chie- f Stewart
was received by George II Thomas Post
Commander Stewart gave the comrades a
very enjoyable talk It was a very busy
day for him In the afternoon he had
been taken to the Assembly Hall of our
City Fathers where he addressed the
Board and was formally welcomed by
Mayor Schmitz During the day a steady
stream of comrades had poured in upon
him at his hotel He stands it well how ¬

ever and in answer to my application for
a message to the comrades on the other
side of the Rockies he exclaimed very
heartily

Yes tell them T nm In Pnrnrliaft nnrl
feel like flying- - Why over there in the

hero I see sunny skies beautiful flowers
aud a balmy air Just tell them to comq

come to this land of sunshine and they
will realize the practicability of the old
story of a laud flowing with milk and
honey

To day the Commander went nn
to Sacramento to pay a visit to the State
Legislature and to interview Governor
Pardee You should know that
last month a delegation from tho vnrinua
Posts consisting of Maj Gen Sliafter
Gen Warfield CoIO Mnsnn Tvinniv Vil
H C Dibble Past Denartment Com--
maimer balomon Commander John E
bheeliau of Jleade Post Commander
Cutler of Thomas Post Col Smedbnrj- -
Past Department Commander Geo Stone
and others went up to the State Capitol
and asked the Legislature for an appro-
priation

¬

in order that we may fittingly
receive the war heroes of C1 G5 Maj
Eiifrene E Schmitz accompanied theparty

The proposition was readily acceded to
A resolution was offered the following day
appropriating 2000 for the purpose of
properly entertaining our old comrades
it was adopted unanimously Thus you
see Success was given its christening had
its breakfast and is now floating in onr
summery winds with the godspeed of thepillars of the State Indeed wo gave the
iMicampment a local send off also On
Lincoln Day veterans from the various
Posts visited the public schools and ad ¬

dressed the children In the evening
Union Square nail was filled to overflow-
ing

¬

by comrades and their families The
several Posts of the city had united for
the occasion and given a most magnificent
entertainment under the auspices of the
uiucom monument League instead ofthe usual set oration a representative
from each of the city Posts gave a shortsharp address referring in glowing terms
to the assured success of the coming Na-
tional

¬
Encampment

To niglit Gen Stewart will be again
received and feted at Bnai Brith Hall by
the comrades of Lincoln Thomas Gar-
field

¬

Meade and Cass Posts If he is not
rendered speechless by this preliminary
round yon will hear from him again
sounding the assembly call with a blast
unit win make iluuker Hill shiver andBull Itiiu Creek run dry

Hotels Boarding houses Places of
accommodation Itcstanrants My dearinquiring comrades set your minds at rest
Comrades Warfield and Hooper of the
California and Occidental have each an
India rubber hotel of infinite capacity nndthere arc 50 more As to lodging housesthey are without number In regard to
restaurants put me down as saying on my
reputation for veracity that living ischeaper here of its kind than in the city
of Aew York

I will make this little reservation- - Ihave heard of fellows living on 10 centsa day and getting bloated They un- -
uouoieuiy uinve on a diet with which Iam not familiar but for those who wanta good substantial Christian meal one
which will enable you to forgive your
enemies and go to sleep as if shriven fromall iniquity commend me to the restau-rants

¬

of San Francisco W AV Stosk
New Idea in Balloon Pronulsloa

The novel method of propelling balloons
proposed by Dr T D Cooke of the Brit ¬
ish Aeronautical Institute is an imitation
Of that Of fishes These ntiimnl
themselves in a wavy line by the use oftail and head a stroke of the tail fromside to side forcing the body forward andthe head counteracting the tendency toveer from a direct coarse Two propellers
one on each side would be placed near therear end of the naviVahlp lmiinnn u
rudder at tho forward end Alternate mo- -
nuu ui iue prupeiicrs would give progress
in n wavy line with less resistance thanwould be encountered in a direct line andthe rudder would prevent turning aside

This Will Interest Many
V W Parkhurst the Boston nnblfshnsays that if any one afflicted with rheu¬

matism in any form OF nnnrnlirin m
send their address to him at SOS lo Win- -

i ut mass lie will directtliem to a perfect m it i u
to sell or rive only tells you how heUral
enred after years of search for relief
iiuuureus nave testea it with success
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Continued from Ant pace

ever did he give credence to the rumored
suspicion he knew Morgan too well to be-
lieve

¬

him guilty
am confident that Dan is a prisoner

he said and well see him again some
day What did you boys think
when I was away so long Did you think
I had deserted

Armstrong knew that there was strong
contrast between the two cases he himself
had seen Morgan acting the Federal more
than once while as to George there had
never been the smallest suspicion

On the next day near nightfall Stuarts
pickets were advanced to the east of Goose
vjreeK Armstrong on duty mounted in
place of a comrade who wanted some time
for personal matters AVith few inter-
missions

¬

torrential rain kept falling un-
til

¬

daylight keeping Stuart awake in
bivouac his men awake everywhere The
roads were soaked the creeks were out of
their banks The nickcts were not re--
Jired by others but about midday an
ueer snouted across to them that they
might consider their duties at an end and
ordered them to meet the brigade at Salem

the next morning He did not add
that from Salem Stuart wonld begin his
march into Maryland between Hookers
army and but rumors of this
advance had already been circulated and
the order to meet Salem gave the rumor
strong coloring mind was
fixed on going with his company he deter-
mined

¬

to make a last effort to get a horse
from some neighbor of his fathers and
the three friends rode toward Middleburg

Even though the Federals had gone and
though on that account he could have no
fear their punishing him for the deed he
had done yet Armstrong still reluc-
tant to speak he was unwilling to inflict
upon his comrades his own cer
tninty in regard to Morgan he trusted
that the Federals had removed the body
so that Joe and George would never hear
of what he had done

They approached the dwelling In the
lot were two strange bay horses a car
nage team seemingly At the rack in
front of the yard fence another horse sad
dled was hitched thisiiorse both Charley
and Joe knew full well was Mr Gibbss

Armstrongs ureoccunation was so creat
that ho said no word of hospitality but he
dismonntcd and his friends did as he had
done they could see that their comrade
was strugglingi they looked for a moment
into each others eyes

They went up six steps of the veranda
Armstrong leading head high eyes from
the iloor Sency Was amazed that no in-

mate
¬

had yet been visible Now a strong
monotone was heard in the rear room
some one there was reading- - in a loud
voice

The noise- - of their entrance was heard
by those who had not seen them coming
Old Squire bare solemn backed away
from the door of tho rear room where he
and Judy were standing he raised his
hands high then he stole quickly to Arm-
strong

¬

Mahs Chahley he whispered he not
daid he not daid You didnt kilt him

The words lifted the weight of hell from
soul speech failed him

But you betteh not go In dah yit Mahs
Chahley heap o compny- - in dah an de
pahson is dah

Squire was confronting the three
legs apart his arms extended in depreca-
tion

Howdy Mahs Joe Howdy Mahs
George I knows Mahs Danll be mighty
glad you come to see him but he aint
much betteh yit Mahs George you is
sho ben cone a long time Mahs Danll
be mighty glad you got back dat he will

me negro manuvers succeeded in
backing the men to seats on the veranda
two of them perplexed at the sudden
change which had come over the third
and yet more bewildered the words
whieh Squire had spoken

Boys said Armstrong Ive not toted
fair with you Morgan is here He is
Federal I shot him myself and thought
Id killed him but Squire says not says
hes getting better and to tell
you the truth Im mighty glad of it He
gave a great expansion to his lungs

Sency looked at Squire Is Sergt
Morgan in that room

Yassah
Sency looked at Armstrong You say

he has the Federals His tones
were sharp in the voice his hearer felt
strong malice

My God Sency do you suppose Idhave shot him if he hadnt Ask Squire
ne is not only a Federal but am impor-
tant

¬

one They must have paid him well
He was carrying the orders in the battle
and from Pleasonton himself I reckon

I saw the whole staff And not the
first time Ask Squire

Sency sprang to his feet
Oh Charley God bless vou man

thats not our Dan Morgan Thats an-
other

¬

Dan Morgan Thats Pleasontons
Dan Morgan I talked with him myself
in Maryland I thought he was our Dan
but he wasnt Br God he shouted Ill
stake my salvation that our Dan is as
good as gold and that you shot the man I
saw in Maryland

Sencys first words had been heard in
Lucys room and as his voice grew loud
Lucy herself had come to tho door An-
other

¬

Dan Morgan had rung in her cars
startling her dead soul into life she came
out facing tho men and heard Sencys
last words and saw his earnest truth yet
only for a single instant had her eyes
trolled his anger Not for aVmoment how
falien on Sency nnd she looked not nt
Lewis or nt her though she con-
tinued

¬

to come her face was white and
rigid nnd her gaze was fixed on snare h- -
yond them Pale as a lily dead sccminclv
except as to motion she glided to the ve--
randa and went across it the men staring
at ner as mougu mey saw a spirit for
in ner eyes mere snone a transcendentlight she went on and out down the
steps and then she raised her hands high
and began to rnn

And then Sency sprang forward and
ho too started to run for he also had seen
Yet after but few steps he stopped feel ¬

ing in his soul unworthy to witness so
sacred a thing and he returned to hisseat and wept with his sobbing
iocj
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COURIER Old Squire had seen He slipped back
to the door of Lucys room and cried De

Dey is two Mahs Dans
an de yotheh one is a comin

The wounded man was completely de-
serted and everybody stood speechless on
the veranda as Sergt Morgan almost 33
pale as the girl he was sustaining marched
through the yard and up tho steps Tho
crowd gave way before him he saw
George Sency nnd smiled and saw
Georges distorted features impotcntly re
spond he saw Charles Armstrong con-
vulsively sobbing he saw od Joe more
composed than any other because Joe had
not fully grasped the meaning in the fact
that his Dan could have a double he saw
his Lucys parents and the preacher and
Frank Beveily all stiff and silent and1 as
tonnded he saw Squire and Aunt Judy
the whites of their eves creat round rinirs- -
he saw- - Mr Berrys thin stupefied old
face and stepped to her and kissed her
and thanked her for coming and then
seized her and prevented her falling to tho
floor

AAhose voice was this at which thegreat deeps were broken Although Sency
had caught Morgans smile and had smiled
back yet one instant had told him that
Pleasontons courier might also smile in
remembering but when he saw the man
speak to the lady and kiss her he knew
that this was the real Confederate Sency
Joe Squire Charley Gibbs everybody
crowded upon this man in Federal cloth
ing all eager disputing amazed Lewis
with but the one thought that his friend
had escaped crying above the din They
thought they had you Dan but y juj
they missed it

Mrs Armstrong had seized upon Lucy
Aunt Judy was trying to comfort Mrs
Berry who was raving words without
meaning Morgan pressed on all sides
desperately weary covered with mud
higher than his knees haggard utterly
ignorant of the cause of all this excite-
ment thrust out one hand and seized a
chair and sank upon it at once

Now-- tell me whaf this means he de
manded brokenly

For a moment no one spoke in reply
no one wanted to take the harden- - of tell
ing jiorgan tnat ne had been suspected
The silence was broken by the minister

It means for one thing that you are
to be married at once This is your adjonrned wedding day How does thatsuit you

Thats what I have pome fnri or- -

claimed Morgan
Jlrs Armstrong rose and began to lead

Lucy away Dans longing eyes following
her

Now Mr Morgan continued thepreacher we must tell you what has oc-
curred in your absence

Mr Gibbs interrupted Mr Arm-
strong speaking connectedly for the first
time let me ask you seriously what
force the marriage with that other maa
has

Now was Morgans astonishment re-
doubled and that of his comrades renewed
and Mrs Armstrong and Lucy paused to
hear the reply

None whatever That marriage was
but an empty form based upon a false
supposition the supposition that the man
in yonder was Daniel Morgan

But Mr Sency says that there are two
of that name

Morgan could not even try to compre
hend

Yes cried Sency I talked for an
Leur with a man who told me his name
was Daniel Morgan He was so exactly
like you Dan that for a long time I
tnougnt he was you He was a courier
for Gen Pleasonton He- - said that his
father also was named Daniel Morgan

Oh my God cried Mrs Bern- - stag-
gering to her feet he is Andy he i
Andy

Not yet could they understand butgradually light broke on all the mystery
Once wrung from her through excitement
the old lady adhered to her confession

The name Daniel Morgan had been as
dear to her own pride as it had been toher visitor who more than 20 years before
had taken one of the hoys she had de-
ceived everybody even to her husband
nnd had given the old man Andrew ratherthan Daniel

Lucy and Danjvere married not in the
midst of general rejoicing but in sorrow
over Andrews desperate condition

But skill and devoted nursing gave An--
uiuw uuciv 10 cann

The end
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